DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

nign." The despatch-boxes from her Ministers still
arrived before breakfast, but she pressed the keys
into his hand, and often he got to work on their
imperial contents before she joined him : she was
content to abide by his judgment in the shaping
of her own decisions.

But  the   desire   for   remote   domesticity   grew.
Osborne was too easily accessible, the Isle of Wight
was almost suburban, and she wanted some wilder
and more untrammelled home*   She rented a small
Highland Castle at Balmoral on Deeside : the distance
from London was an advantage rather than other-
wise.   Here she could live the simple life with him
and the children among glens and lochs and moun-
tains.   There was deer-stalking for Albert, who made
an exception in favour of that form of sport, which
he found fatiguing but most interesting.   For herself
there were visits to the crofters with presents of tea
and petticoats, and there were picnics on the hill,"
and they made great excursions into the wildest un-
populated districts, staying incognito in country inns
with only a lady and gentleman in attendance, and
dining off skinny chickens.   Sometimes they were
identified and that was great fun, too ;  in her diary
which rivals that of Pepys for sheer sincerity and
gusto, the Queen gleefully records an occasion when
their hosts discovered who she was and were frightened
out of their wits.   That innocent  pleasure never
failed her, the fun of being incognito was not complete
unless after a while there came disclosure ;  lacking
that, it was like a play in which the high-bora